
“The Returned Soldiers’ Association was founded in 1916 
by wounded veterans returning from World War One; the 
forerunner for the RSA as we know it today. Its 
establishment recognised a need to provide care for 
returning soldiers and to honour the memory of those 
who would never return.”

There are over 180 local RSAs in New Zealand and over 100,000 
RSA 
members.
67,018 Associate
21,379 Sevice
10,486 Returned

As of 2016 it had been 100 years of RSA 
being in service for New Zealand.

The Poppy Appeal provides the main source of funding to 
deploy within the community and many smaller RSAs rely 
totally on their Poppy day donations. Follwing on from a
record collection in 2015 $1.9 million was raised with 
collections included from local collectors and partners Z 
Energy, ANZ and Countdown.

The RSA commenced in centenary celebrations on 28th of 
April by replicating a photo of the organisations 
leaderships figures simialr to the one taken 100 years ago, 
and a wreath laying ceremony taking place on the day.

RSAs held 186 Anzac Day services across New 
Zealand. Over 32,000 people came ot the RSA web-
site to find an Anzac Day service. Over 37,000 came
 ooking for information.
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Courage, Compassion, Comradeship, Commitment
Our mission is to remember and care for all those impacted by service for New Zealand in military operations
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World war one from 1914 to 1918 was one of the most 
devastating events in human history. In 1914 New Zealand 
with the population of 1.1 million, sent 100,000 men and 
women abroad. 16,700 people died and over 40,000 people 
were wonded which is a higher casualty rate than any other 
country that was involved.
After four years, the first world war came to a close with the 
signing of an armistice 
between German asnd the Allied Powers on the 11th of 
November 1918. On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11 
month all World War one fell silent. All of New Zealand 
celebrated despite recently celebrated the surrenders of the 
Central powers, Bulgaria, Turkey and Austria-Hungary and 
the early news of an armistice with Germany.Armistice can 
too often focus on battles and conflicts rather than the men 
and women affected by them. However, the focus and purpose 
of the Armistice day is to remember those that fought in the 
war. It is the opportunity remember and honour those that 
lost their lives and reflect upon the human cost of war and the 
importance of their sacrifice for peace
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ARMISTICE DAY NOVEMBER 1918 
IN LONDON
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Armistice Day

(Fourth stanza)

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 
old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
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The two minute silence was first proposed by Melbourne 
Journalist Edware Gerge honey via a letter that was pub-
lished in the London Evening News on May the 8th 1919 
which was noticed by King George V and on the 7th of 
November the King issued a proclaimation that he called 
for a two minute silence:
“All locomotion should cease, so that, in perfect stillness, 
the thoughts of everyone may be concentrated in reverent 
remembrance of the glorious dead.”

The Proclamation of the two minute silence

THE ODE
They shall grow not old
As we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them
Nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun,
And in the morning,
We will remember them
We will remember them.

E kore ratou e koroheketia
Penei i a tatou kua mahue nei
E kore hoki ratou e ngoikore
Ahakoa pehea i nga ahuatanga o te wa.
I te hekenga atu o te ra
Tae noa ki te aranga mai i te ata
Ka maumahara tonu tatou ki a ratou
Ka maumahara tonu tatou ki a ratou.

Least we forget


